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Greetings from Ahmadu Bello University!
The Directorate of University Advancement presents to you the monthly newsletter for the
month of May, 2021. We pledge to keep you up-to-date on our academic programmes and
events that will enable know how you can support and stay in touch with the University. The
University acknowledges the support received from Alumni, friends of the university, as
well as Governmental and Non-governmental organizations.
While we continue with our daily activities on campus, the University Management
encourages strict compliance with hygiene precautions in accordance with approved
COVID-19 protocols, including hand washing, use of hand sanitizer, facial masks and social
distancing.
Thank you for being part of ABU Community.
Ahmadu Bello University Cares!

ABU POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL IS UNDERGOING REVIEW
TO ENHANCE CAPACITY
The School of Postgraduate Studies at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, is being reviewed in
order to improve its capacity for eﬀective service delivery, improve the University's ranking,
and compete globally. This was revealed by the Vice Chancellor, Professor Kabiru Bala, at
the 2019/2020 postgraduate matriculation ceremony, which took place on May 5, 2021, at
the Auditorium of the School of Postgraduate Studies. According to the Vice Chancellor,
the review is in line with the University's goal of becoming a prestigious postgraduate
university in the near future.
The Vice Chancellor also stated that the School of Postgraduate Studies and the University
are moving in the direction of steady but progressive automation of service delivery to
students in order to ensure timely graduation.
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AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY
MATRICULATES 7537
POSTGRADUATES STUDENTS
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria has
matriculated 7537 Students admitted into
various Postgraduates Programmes for
t h e 2 0 1 9 /2 0 2 0 a c a d e m i c s e s s i o n .
Speaking at the matriculation ceremony, the Vice Chancellor, Professor Kabiru Bala
congratulated the matriculating students on their successful admission into the University
and assured them that their admission was the beginning of a good future that was awaiting
them and that every necessary resource to take them there was available in the University.
The Vice Chancellor added that ABU postgraduate applications, admissions and
registration processes had been fully automated, just as student progress is now being
monitored virtually and seamlessly via the School's new upgraded portal. Earlier in his
welcome address, the Dean of School of Postgraduate Studies, Prof Sani A Abdullahi,
reminded the students that to obtain a degree or a diploma in ABU, the student must be
found worthy in both learning and character. He added that the purpose is not only to equip
you with an education, with the spirit of an intellectual enquiry, curiosity and resilience, but
also you must be found to be morally upright.

AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY
TRAIN DANGOTE STAFF ON ZEOLITE CATALYST

Trainees from Dangote Reﬁnery and Petrochemicals Company are now undergoing
training at Ahmadu Bello University's Department of Chemical Engineering in Zaria on
petroleum Reﬁnery Zeolite Catalyst Technology Development. The training is hosted by the
PTDF-Chair Laboratory at the University and will lead to the award of MSc and PhD degrees
in Chemical Engineering.
The PTDF-Chair, Prof. Baba J. El-Yakubu, presented the ﬁrst batch of trainees to the
University Management on 10th May 2021, stating that the training came as a result of a
special request to the University from Dangote Reﬁnery and Petrochemicals Company.
According to him, the request was to train six members of their zeolite research team on the
development of petroleum reﬁnery zeolite catalyst technology for the Company's residue

ﬂuid catalytic cracking unit (rFCCU). He added that it is a signiﬁcant development for both
ABU and PTDF, as the trainees will form a pioneering zeolite research team at the
Company, with the goal of making Nigeria self-suﬃcient in the production of rFCCU
catalysts.
Receiving the trainees on behalf of the University's Management, Prof. Kabiru Bala
expressed delight at having the trainees for the program and promised to create an
enabling environment that would foster a long-term relationship between the University
and the Company.

AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY
HELD ITS FIRST CONVOCATION MEETING

On May 22, 2021, Ahmadu
Bello University held its ﬁrst
Convocation Meeting at the
Mamman Kontagora Square
of the Main Campus, making
history. The meeting was
chaired by the University's
Chancellor, His Royal Majesty
Nnaemeka Alfred Achebe
CFR, mni, the Obi of Ontisha,
and was attended by a large
group of stakeholders from
a l l ove r t h e wo r l d b ot h
physically and virtually.
In his remark, His Majesty the
Chancellor of Ahmadu Bello
University described the
Convocation meeting as a
worthy step for ABU in living
up to its enabling laws which
would become part of the
University's enduring
tradition. The Chancellor
added that Convocation as an organ of the University should equally be a forum where the
academic staﬀ and the alumni would exchange ideas, discuss the institution's challenges
and strategize on the way forward.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Kabiru Bala, expressed hope that the meeting would strengthen
the relationship and goodwill between the University and its alumni on the one hand and
between the academic staﬀ and the alumni on the other.
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MOHAMMED HAYATU-DEEN, ELECTED TO
SERVE ON ABU GOVERNING COUNCIL
Mohammed Hayatu-Deen, the former Chairman and
Chief Executive Oﬃcer of FSB International Bank Plc, has
been voted to represent Ahmadu Bello University
Convocation on the institution's Governing Council.
Hayatu-Deen was chosen at the University's 1st
Convocation meeting, which held on the Main Campus
on 22nd May 2021.
Hayatu-Deen is an alumnus of Ahmadu Bello University
having graduated with BSc Economics in 1976. He was
Group Managing Director and Chief Executive Oﬃcer,
New Nigeria Development Company (NNDC) from 1983
to 1988. As NNDC's Group Chief Executive, Hayatu-Deen
provided leadership, direction and oversight to 140
subsidiary and associate companies under the group
portfolio.
Hayatu-Deen has, in the course of his career, been Chairman/Director of several
organizations, including Nigerian Stock Exchange, Northern Nigeria Investment Limited,
Nigeria Hotels Limited, Kaduna Textiles Limited, New Nigeria Construction Company,
Benue Cement Company, Virgin Nigeria Limited, Seven Up Bottling Company and many
others. Hayatu-Deen was conferred with a National Honour of Oﬃcer of the Order of the
Niger (OON) in recognition of his numerous services to the nation in 2000.

SIX ABU STUDENTS GET PRIZES
FOR WINNING AT HUAWEI ICT COMPETITION
Six Ahmadu Bello University students were awarded various prizes for their outstanding
performance in the 2019-2020 Huawei Nigeria ICT Competition, which was recently
concluded. The ﬁfth competition in the series drew nearly 15,000 students from over 2,000
colleges and universities in 82 countries and regions worldwide.
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Three of the six Ahmadu Bello University students who competed in the ICT Competition
won ﬁrst place in the Network Track globally. Hamza Adenoyi Atabor, Emmanuel Abba,
and Hamza Beita are their names. Mustapha Abdullahi Jimoh, Dahir Muhammad Dahir, and
Abdullahi Khalifa Muhammad, the other three, won the grand prize in Cloud/AI Track at
the global ﬁnal.
In his keynote presentation at the 2019-2020 Huawei Nigeria ICT Competition Award and
2021-2022 Launch Ceremony held at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, the Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Kabiru Bala, congratulated the students and their instructors on the feat achieved.
Adding that the students attended several boot camp trainings both in ABU and Huawei
oﬃce in Abuja and Lagos since November, 2019 to fully prepare for the global competition.
The Vice-Chancellor also attributed the success recorded to the commitment of the
instructors as well as dedication and interest by the students. Prof. Bala described the feat
as “highly commendable”, saying the University would continue to support Huawei ICT
Academy.
Also speaking, the Director, Service Delivery, Huawei Technologies Co. Nigeria Ltd,
Melissa Chen, who was represented by Star Shi, said that they came to celebrate “the
Nigerian students who have made Nigeria and their school proud” in the recently
concluded global ICT Competition. “We are here today to celebrate excellence, hard work,
the future and glory that the Nigerian students have achieved,” she said. Other prizes
presented at the occasion were ICT Academy Instructions Award in 2019-2020, and ICT
Competition Students Award in 2019-2020 Regional Awards. The event was rounded oﬀ
with the Launch for Huawei ICT Competition 2021-2022 by Director, Service Delivery,
Huawei Technologies, Melissa Chen.

MINISTER OF COMMUNICATION APPLAUSES
ABU STUDENTS FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCE AT THE HUAWEI ICT GLOBAL COMPETITION
Dr. Isah Ali Ibrahim Pantami, Honorable Minister of
C o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d D i g i t a l Ec o n o m y,
congratulated Ahmadu Bello University's ViceChancellor, staﬀ, and students on the success of
the institution's six students who competed in the
recently concluded 2019-2020 Huawei ICT Global
Competition. Three of the six students competing
in the global competition won ﬁrst place in the
Network Track, while three others won ﬁrst place
in the Cloud/Artiﬁcial Intelligence Track.
The Minister stated during the 2019-2020 Huawei Nigeria ICT Competition Award and 20212022 Launch Ceremony at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, that the achievement
demonstrated ABU's capacity as a national and global pacesetter. This outstanding
achievement is undoubtedly the result of the collaborative eﬀorts of all University
structures, organs, and internal stakeholders, and I would like to congratulate the
University as a whole. The Minister, who was represented by Prof. M.B. Abubakar, Managing
Director of Galaxy Backbone, urged Ahmadu Bello University to use the students'
achievements as a baseline for future accomplishments that will keep this great University
moving forward.
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ACHIMUGU FOUNDATION TO ENDOW A
PROFESSORIAL CHAIR IN AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY

The Paul Mary Achimugu Foundation, which is set to oﬃcially launch in August 2021, will
endow a professorial chair in Ahmadu Bello University's Department of Polymer and
Textile Engineering. This was revealed by Mr Anibe Achimugu, President of the National
Cotton Association of Nigeria (NACOTAN), when he paid visit to the Vice-Chancellor, Prof
Kabiru Bala on May 27, 2021. The organization, according to Achimugu, was formed in
remembrance of his father, Chief Sunday Achimugu, who was widely recognized as
Nigeria's textile master.
The foundation would be established to primarily focus on health, empowerment and
education. The Foundation intends to collaborate with the University in organising a yearly
lecture series, award of scholarship to indigent students and oﬀering prizes for best
graduating students.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Kabiru Bala, appreciated the foundation for ﬁnding ABU worthy
of establishing a Professorial Chair. He further stressed the need for research especially in
developing country and assured that the University readiness to ensure the foundation
achieve its set objectives.

AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY ZARIA HOST
CAA REGION II AND ZARIA GRAND PRIX CHAMPIONSHIPS
Ahmadu Bello University has hosted the
Confederation of African Athletics (CAA)
Region II and the Zaria Grand Prix
C h a m p i o n s h i p s , a t t h e U n i ve r s i t y
Stadium, Main Campus, Samaru Zaria
between 25th and 31st May 2021. 8
countries namely Nigeria, Burkina Faso,
Senegal, Ghana, Liberia, Guinea Bissau, Benin Republic, and Niger participated in the twoday Confederation of African Athletics Region II Championship.
The Emir of Zazzau, Alhaji Ahmed Nuhu Bamalli who ﬂagged oﬀ the ceremony
commended the Athletics Federation of Nigeria (AFN) and the CAA for bringing the
championship to Zaria and also thanked the AFN President, Engr Ibrahim Shehu Gusau for
his contributions to sports development in the country especially in Zaria, where the
youths are taking to sports as a means of livelihood and recreation.
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The championship was highly competitive, Nigeria won the championship with 19 gold, 22
silver and 14 bronze medals while Burkina Faso came second with 15 gold, 6 silver and 7
bronze. Senegal went home with 11 gold, 17 silver and 12 bronze medals in the third spot
and Ghana ﬁnished with 4 gold medals.

CONFEDERATION OF AFRICAN ATHLETICS CAA
TO ESTABLISH SPORTS CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

According to Engr. Ibrahim Shehu-Gusau, the President of the Confederation of African
Athletics (CAA) Region II, said CAA would establish a world class sports centre in Ahmadu
Bello University. Speaking at just concluded CAA championship held at Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria. Shehu-Gusau commended the University for the display of
professionalism in hosting the event which was a testimony to the fact that the regional
sports body was not wrong in selecting ABU as host of the event. According to the
president the championship was not all about winning but also for solidarity,
sportsmanship, bridge building, and most importantly, to foster and enhance unity and
friendship among citizens of Member States, especially the athletes of Region II.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Kabiru Bala, thanked the regional sports body for granting the
University the privilege to host the championships adding that the championships had
brought a lot of goodwill to the University in terms of social interaction, economic
development as well as reassurance of providing adequate facilities to the institution.
The Vice-Chancellor thanked the Honorable Minister of Youth and Sports Development,
Mr. Sunday Dare, His Excellency the Governor of Kaduna State Mal. Nasir El-rufai, Kaduna
State Commissioner for Youth and Sports Development and His Highness, the Emir of
Zazzau, Alhaji Ahmad Nuhu Bamalli for supporting the University to host the event.

ABU ALUMNUS DONATED BOOKS TO THE ABU BUSINESS SCHOOL
Dr. Aminu Umar Bebeji an alumnus of the ABU Business School has donated forty copies of
a book titled “Fundamentals of Financial Management”.
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Similarly, the ABU Business School was able to secure another twelve copies of book titled
“Introduction to Business Finance” from the Co-authors Malama Hadiza Abdullahi, Malam
Muhammad Sulaiman and Malam Abdulsalam Rufai Mohammed.
The Vice-Chancellor expressed appreciation for books donated and assured the best use
of the donated items.

AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY HONOURS STUDENTS
CONFERRED WITH NYSC PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS

Ahmadu Bello University honored four of its students who received National Youth Service
Corps (NYSC) Presidential Awards. His Excellency, President Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR,
named the students among the 110 recipients of the NYSC Presidential Awards for 2020.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Kabiru Bala, who received the students in his oﬃce and
presented each of them with a letter of congratulations, thanked them for making the
University proud.
The students were also congratulated by Prof. Muhammad Yakasai Fatihu, Dean of
Student Aﬀairs Division, Prof. Ahmed D. Ibrahim, Director of University Advancement, and
Prof. Yahaya Makarﬁ Ibrahim, Director of Academic Planning and Monitoring. Students
include Yusuf Abubakar (Political Science), Ibrahim Usman (Electrical Engineering), Ishaku
Gambo (Statistics), and Ayodele (Biology Education Olubusayo).
The presidential awards were given to the students in recognition of their outstanding
performance during their community service in their respective places of primary
assignment. In recognition of the accomplishment, the Vice-Chancellor presented each of
them with a congratulatory note that he personally signed on behalf of the University.

ABU STAFF MEMBERS WIN RESEARCH GRANTS FROM RMRDC
Three research teams from Ahmadu Bello University recently won research grants from
Raw Materials Research and Development Council (RMRDC). The research teams are:
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The ﬁrst team won the research grant for the production of prototype Nano Footwears
from Waste Plastics and Waste Automobile Tyres. The research team is headed by Muktari
Suleiman of the Department of Polymer and Textile Engineering, other members include
Egere Bisike Chidiebere (Chemical Engineering), Umaru Halima (Polymer and Textile
Engineering), Musa Quasim (Chemical Engineering), Aliyu Jibril (Polymer and Textile
Engineering), Abiodun Musa (Mechanical Engineering), Okoye James Emeka
(Environmental Engineering), Abdullahi Akanmu Mustapha (Polymer and Textile
Engineering) and Shuaib Sakina (Polymer and Textile Engineering).
The second team secured funding for the Design and Construction of Automatic
Temperature Screening, Face Capture and Sanitizing Chamber. The sanitizing chamber is
capable of sanitizing the entire human body and other surfaces while entering a building
and also have the capability screen temperature as well as hand sanitizer. The research
team is headed by Prof. Fatai O. Anaﬁ (Mechanical Engineering), Dr. Malachy Sumaila
(Mechanical Engineering), Dr. Sabur A. Alim (Mechanical Engineering), Engr. Iorpenda
Msuega Jnr. (Mechanical Engineering), Engr. Kwaya Emmanuel (RMRDC), Mrs Mustapha
Asabe (RMRDC) and Engr. Aduagba Olarongbe (RMRDC).
The Third team won research grant for the Design and Production of Continuous Oxygen
Generator for Covid-19 Patient Management. This team is also headed by Prof. Fatai O.
Anaﬁ (Mechanical Engineering), Dr. Malachy Sumaila (Mechanical Engineering), Dr. Sabur
A. Alim (Mechanical Engineering), Engr. Iorpenda Msuega Jnr. (Mechanical Engineering),
Engr. Kwaya Emmanuel (RMRDC), Mrs Mustapha Asabe (RMRDC) and Engr. Aduagba
Olarongbe (RMRDC).

Name: Major General Faruk Yahaya
Course: Masters in International Affairs
and Diplomacy
Appointment: Chief of Army Staff

Name: CP Adetokumbo Christopher Owolabi
Course: Political Science
Appointment: Commissioner of Police

CONDOLENCE

Name: Hajiya Jummai Alhassan
Course: Law
Position held: Fomer Minister for Women Affairs

ABU Endowment Fund Account Details
Account Name: Ahmadu Bello University Endowment Fund Account
Account Number: 1023243258
Sort Code: 033112033
Bank:United Bank of Africa PLC
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